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HIGHNES 

SPEECH 

To  thp  Parliament,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber,  at  their  Diffolution, 

Upon  Monday  famtarj  ii-.  1654* 

Gentlemen , 

Perceive,  you  are  here  as  the  Houfs  of 
Parliament^  by  your  Speaker,  whom 
I  fee  here,  and  by  your  faces,  which 
are,  in  a  great  meafure  ,  known  to 
me. 

When  I  firft  metyou  in  this  Room,  it  was,  to 
my  apprehenfion,  the  hopefulleft  day  that  ever 
mine  eyes  faw,  as  toconfiderations  of  this  World: 
For  I  did  look  at  (as  wrapt  up  in  you,  together 
with  my  felf)  the  hopes  and  the  happinefs  of 
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( though  not  of  the  greateft,  yet  a  very  great,  ahd) 
the  beft  People  in  the  World  •,  and  truly  and  tm- 
feignedly  I  thought  fo*  as  a  People  that  have  the 
higheft  and  the  cleereft  profeffion  among  them,  of 
the  greateft  glory  (to  wit)  Religion  ^  as  a  People 
that  have  been  like  other  Nations,  fome  times  up, 
and  fome  times  down,  in  our  honour  in  the  world  , 
but  yet  never  fo  low,  but  we  might  meafure  with 
other  Nations-,  and  a  People  that  have  had  a  ftamp 
upon  them  from  God,  God  having  ( as  it  were  ) 
fttmbied  all  Our  former  Glory  and  Honour,  in  the 
tfthrgs  mat  are :'of  Glory  to  Nations^  an  Efit'omie^ 
within  thefe  io.or  12.  years  feftpaft-,  fo'-that  we 
knew  one  nrrothef  at  homeland  are  welt  known 
abroad. : 

And  (if  I  be  not  very  much  miftaken  )  we  were 
arrived  (as  I,  and  truly,  as  I  believe,  many  others 
did  think)  at  a  very  iafe  Port,  where  we  might  fit 
down5  and  contemplate  the  difpenfations  of  God, 
and  Our  mercies ,  and  might  know  Our  mercies 
not  to  have  been  like  to  thofe  of  the  Antients, 
who  did  make  out  their  Peace  and  Profperity  ,  as 
they  thought ,  by  their  own  endeavours  $  who 
could  not  fay,  as  We,  That  all  Ours  were  let 
down  to  Us  from  God  himfelf,  whofe  Appearances 
and  Providences  amongft  Us  are  not  to  be  out- 
matched by  any  Story. 

Truly  this  was  Our  condition,  snd  I  know  no- 
thing elfe  we  had  to  do,  fave  as  ifraelwus  com- 
manded, in  that  moft  excellent  ffelw  of  David, 
P&L7 8.  v.4,5 ,6,7.  Tk  things  'nhickwt  h&ve  hard 
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4  n d  known,  and  cur  Fathers  have  told  ut,  we  mi  not 
hide  the^n  from  their  Children  y  foewing  t$  the  Gene- 
ration to  cxme  the  praise  of  the  Lcrd^and  hisjlrength> 
and  hi*  wonderful  works  which  he  hath  ddm  -,  for  he 
ejlMfled  a  Testimony  in  Jacob,  and  appointed  a  Law 
*#Ifael5  which  he  commanded  our  Fathers  that  th:y 
jhould  make  them  kmwn  to  their  Children  .,  that  the 
Generation  to come  wight  fancrv  themy  even  the  chil- 
dren which  fliould  be  born ,  mho  [ho&ld  artfe  and  de- 
clare them  to  their  Children  b  that  they  might  fet  their 
hope  in  Gody  and not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but  keep 
his  Commandments, 

This  I  thought  had  been  a  Song  and  a  Work 
worthy  of  England ,  whereunto  you  might  have 
happily  invited  them  3  had  you  had  Hearts  un- 
to it. 

You  had  this  opportunity  fairly  delivered  unto 
you}  And  if  a  Hi /lory  fliall  be  written  of  thefe 
times,  and  of  tranfa&ions,,  it  will  be  faid  fit  will 
not  be  denyed)  but  that  thefe  things  that!  have 
fpoken  are  true. 

This  Talent  was  put  into  your  hands,  and  I  fhall 
recur  to  that  which  I  faid  at  the  firft5  I  came  with 
very  great  joy5andcontentment3and  comfort,  the 
firft  time  I  met  you  in  this  Place  ••  But  we  and  thefe 
Nations  are,  for  the  prefent,  under  fomedifap- 
pointment.  If  I  had  purpofed  to  have  plaid  the 
Oratour,  which  I  did  never  affed,  nor  do,  nor  I 
hope  (hall,  I  doubt  not  but  upon  eafie  fuppofiti- 
ons,  which  I  am  perfwaded  every  one  among  you 
will  grant, wedid  rfceet  upon fuch hopes  as :thefea 
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i  met  you  a  fecond  time  here,  and  I  confefsat 
that  meeting  I  had  much  abatement  of  my  hopes , 
though  not  a  total  fruftration.  I  confefs  that  that 
which  dampt  my  hopes,  fo  foon ,  was  fomewhat 
that  did  look  like  a  Paricide.  It  is  obvious  e- 
nough  unto  you ,  that  the  mannagement  of  Af- 
fairs did  favor  of  a  'not-owning*  too  too  much  favor  I 
fay  of  a  not- owning,  the  Authority  that  called you  hi- 
ther ^  but  God  left  us  not  without  an  Expedient 
that  gave  a  fecond  Poffibility ,  (hall  I  fay,  a  Posfibi- 
lky<  it  feemed  to  Me  a  Probability  of  recovering 
out  of  that  Disfatisfied  Condition  We  were  all  then 
in ;  towards  fome  mutuality  of  Satisfaction,  and 
therfore  by  that  Recognition jmtmg  with  the  Inden- 
ture that  returned  you  hither ,  to  which  afterwards 
alfo  was  added  your  own  Declaration  ,  conforma- 
ble to3and  in  acceptance  of,  that  Expedient,  where- 
by you  had  ( though  with  a  little  check)  aaother 
opportunity  renewed  unto  you  to  have  made 
this  Nation  as  happy  ,  as  it  could  have  been, 
if  every  thing  had  fmoothly  run  on  from  that  firft 
hour  of  your  meeting. 

And  indeed  (  you  will  give  me  liberty  of  my 
thoughts  and  hopes)  I  did  think,  as  I  have  for- 
merly found  in  that  way  that  I  have  been  engaged 
as  a  Souldier,  That  fome  affronts  put  upon  us , 
fomedifafters  at  the  firft,  have  made  way  for  ve- 
ry great  and  happy  Succeffes. 

And  I  did  not  at  dildefpond,  but  the  Stop  put 
upon  you?  i  would  in  like  manner  have  made  way 
for  a  blefimg  from  God,  that  that  Interruption 
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being  >  as  I  thought,  neceflary  to  divert  you  from 
deftru&ive  and  violent  proceedings,  to  give  time 
for  better  Deliberations  5  whereby ,  leaving  the 
Government  as  yoa  found  it,  you  might 
have  proceeded  to  have  made  thofe  good  and 
wholfome  Laws ,  which  the  People  expe&ed  from 
you,  and  might  have  anfvvered  the  Grievances,  and 
fettled  thofe  other  things  proper  to  you  as  a  Parlia- 
went 7  and  for  which  you  would  have  had  thanks 
from  all  that  intruded  you. 

What  hath  hapned  fince  that  time,  I  have  not 
taken  publique  notice  of,  as  declining  to  intrench 
upon  Parliament  Privileges:  Forfure  I  am,  you 
will  all  bear  me  witnefs,  that  from  your  entring 
into  the  Houfe  upon  the  Recognition^  to  this  very 
day,  you  have  had  no  manner  of  Interruption  or 
Hindrance  of  mine,  in  proceeding  to  that  blefled 
iffue  the  heart  of  a  good  man  could  propofe  to 
himfelf,  to  this  very  day. 

You  fee  you  have  me  very  much  lockt  up  as  to 
what  you  tranfa&ed  among  your  felves  from  that 
timetothiSj  but  fome  thing  I  (hall  take  liberty  to 
fpeak  of  to  you.  As  I  may  not  take  notice  what  you 
have  been  doing ,  fo  I  think  I  have  a  very  great. 
Kberty  to  tell  you,  that.  I  do  not  know  what  you.? 
have  been  doing  ,  I  do  not  know  whether  you* 
have  been  alive  or  dead,  I  have  not  once  Heard 
from  you  in  all  this  ume,  I  have  not,  and  that 
you  all  know :  If  that  be  a  fault  that  I  have  not, 
furely  it  hath  not  been  mine. 

li  I  have  had  any  Melancholy  thcughts^  and  have 
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Site  down  fctjr  them,  why  might  it  not  have  been 
very  lawful!  tome,  to  think  that  I  was  zPcrfba 
judged  Unconcerned 'in  all  thefe  bufineflfes?  lean 
allure  you,  I  have  not  reckoned  my  felf,  nor  did' I 
reckon  my  Mi  Unconcerned  in  you,  and  fo  longal 
any  J^ufi  patience  could  fupport  my  expe&ation,  I 
would  nave  waited  to  the  uttermoft  to  have  receiv- 
ed from  you  the  iffues  of  your  Consultations  and  Re- 
folutions^  I  have  been  carefull  of  your  Safetyymd  the 
Safety  of  thofe  that  you  reprefented,  to  whom  I  rec- 
kon my  felf  a  Servant. 

But  what  Meffages  have  I  diflurbed  you  withall  ? 
What  Injury  qz  Indignity  hath  been  done  or  offer- 
ed, either  to  your  Perfons,  or  to  any  Privileges  of 
Parliament,  mice  you  fate  £  I  looked  at  my  felf,  as 
ftri&ly  obliged  by  my  Oath  fince  your  Recognizing 
the  Government^  in  the  Authority  of 
which  you  were  called  hither,  and  fate/ to  give 
you  all  poflible  fecurity  =,  and  to  keep  you  from 
any  Unparliamentary  Interruption. 

Think  you  I  could  not  fay  more  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  if  I  lifted  to  expaciate  thereupon?  but  becaufe 
my  Anions  plead  for  me,  I  ihall  fay  no  more  of 
this. 

I  fay,.  I  have  been  caring  for  you,  your  quiet  fit- 
ting, caring  for  your  Privileges  ( as  I  faid  before  ) 
that  they  might  not  be  Interrupted  •  have  been 
;  feeking  of  God  ,  from  the  great  God,  a  Blesfing 
upon. you,  and  a  Blesfing  upon  thefe  Nations  •  I 
havebeenconfulting,  if  pofliblyl  might  in  any 
thing  promote*  in  my  Place,  the  real  good  of  this 


Parliament,  of  the  hopefulnefs  of' which  I  have  laid 
fo  much  unto  you. 

And  I  did  think  it  to  be  my  bufinefs,  rather  to 
fee  the  utmoft  iffue,  and  what  God  would  produce 
by  you,  than  unfeafonably  to  intermeddle  with 
you.  But  as  I  faid  before,  I  have  been  caring  for 
you5  and  for  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Nations  5  . 
indeed  I  have,  and  that  I  (hall  a  little  prefently 
manifeft  unto  you. 

Anditleadeth  me  to  let  you  knowfomewhat 
that  I  fear,  I  fear  will  be  through  fome  interpreta- 
tion a  little  too  juftly  put  upon  you5  whileftyou 
have  been  imployed  as  you  have  been  (and  in  all 
that  time  exprefTed  in  the  Govern  mbnt, 
in  that  Government,  I  fay,  in  that  G  o-- 
v  e  r  n  m  e  n  t)  brought  forth  nothing  that  you 
your  felves  fay  can  be  taken  notice  of  without  in- 
fringment  of  your  Privileges* 

I  will  tell  you  fomewhat,  that  (if  it  be  not  news 
to  you)  I  wifli  you  had  taken  very  ferious  confide- 
rationof-,  If  kh&nms^  Lwifh  I  had  acquainted 
you  with  it  fooner :  And  yet  if  any  man  will  ask 
me  why  I  did  it  aot,  the  Reafon  is  given  already, 
becaufe  I  did  make  it  my  bufinefs  to  give  you  no 
interruption* 

There  be  fame  Trees  that  wil  not  grow  under  the 
Jhadorv  of  other  Trees-,  There  be  fome  that  chufe 
(a  man  may  fay  fo  by  way  of  alhifion)  to  thrive 
under  the  jhadorv  of  other  Trees :  I  will  tell  you 
what  hath  thriven,  I  will  net  fay  what  you  have 
cherijhed  under  your  jhadorv  y  that  were  too  hard.  In 

B  fte*d 


3*7 


m 

ftead  of  the  Peace  and  Settlement^  inftead  of  Mercy 
and  Truth  being  brought  together >Rigkeoufne[s  and 
Feace  facing  each  other y  by  reconciling  the  honeft 
People  of  thefe  Nations,  and  fettling  the  wofuH 
Diitempers  that  are  amongfl:  us,,  (which  had  been 
glorious  things,  and  worthy  of  Chripans  to  have 
propofedj  Weeds  and  Nettles-,  Briars  and  Thorns^ 
have  thriven  under  yom  jhadowy  diffettlement  and 
divifion,  difcontent  and  dif-fatisfa&ion,  together 
with  real  dangers  to  the  wholeDhas  been  more  mul- 
tiplied within  thefe  jive  Moneths  of  your  Sitting, 
than  in  fome  Tears  before. 

Foundations  have  been  alfo  laid  for  the  future, 
renewing  the  Troubles  of  thefe  Nations,  by  all  the 
Enemies  of  it  abroad  and  at  home*,  Let  not  thefe 
words  feem  too  (harp,  for  they  are  true,  as  any  Ma- 
thematical Demonftratims  are  or  can  be  •,  I  fay,  the 
Enemies  of  the  Peace  of  thefe  Nations  abroad  and 
at  home ,  the  difcontented  humors  throughout 
thefe  Nations,  which  I  think  no  man  will  grudg  to 
call  by  that  name,  or  to  make  to  allude  to  Briars 
and  Thorns  7  they  have  nourifhedthemfelves  under 
your  jhadow. 

And  that  I  may  be  clearly  underftood,  they  have 
taken  the  opportunities  from  your  Sitti/igfcom  the 
hopes  they  had,  which  with  eafie  conjecture  they 
might  take  up,  and  conclude,  that  there  would 
be  no  Settlement  5  and  therefore  they  have  framed 
Aid?  jDeJigns,  preparing  for  thtexecution  o(  them 
accordingly. 

Now7  whether  (which  appertains  not  to  me  to 
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judg  of  on  their  behalf)  they  had  any occasion  m- 
niftred  for  this,  and  from  whence  they  had  it,  I  lift 
not  to  make  any  fcrutiny  or  fearch,  but  I  will  fay 
this,  I  think  they  had  them  not  from  me,  I  am  fure 
they  had  not^  from  whence  they  had  it  is  not  my 
bufinefs  now  to  difcourfe,  but  that  they  had,  is  ob- 
vious to  every  mans  fenfe. 

What  preparations  they  have  made  to  execute  it* 
fuch  a  feafon  as  they  thought  fit  to  take  their 
opportunity  from,  that  I  know  (not  as  men  know 
things  by  conje&ure,  but)  by  certain  demonstrable, 
knowledg,  that  they  have  been  (for  feme  time 
paft)  furnifhing  themfelves  with  Arms ,  nothing 
doubting,  but  that  they  fliould  have  a  Day  for  it  ^ 
and  verily  believing,  that  whatfoever  their  former 
difappointments  were,  they  ftiould  have  more  done 
for  them  by  and  from  our  own  Divisions,  than  they 
were  able  to  do  for  themfelves.  I  do  not,  and  I  de- 
fire  to  be  underftood  fo,  that  in  all  I  have  to  fay  of 
this  fubje<a,  you  will  take  it  that  I  have  no  referva- 
tionin  my  minde  to  mingle  things  of  Guefs  and 
Sufpition^  with  things  of  Fail,  but  the  things  I  am 
rellingare  of  FaU,  things  of  evident  demonftra- 
tion.  _  ' 

Thefe  Weeds,  Briars  and  Thorns,  they- have  been 
preparing,  and  have  brought  their  Defigns  to  fome 
maturity,by  the  advantages  given  to  them,as  afore- 
laid,  from  your  Sitting  and  Proceedings  \  but  by  the 
waking  eye  tim  watched  over  that  Caufe  that  God 
will  blefs,  they  have  been,  and  yet  are  difappcimtd. 
And  having  mentioned  that   Caufe ,  I  fay  that 
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flighted  Caufe,  Let  snefpeaka  few  words  in  behalf 
thereof  (though  it  may  feem  too  long  a  digreffion) 
Whofoever  defpifeth  it,  and  will  fay  it  is  Non  Cau- 
fafroCatifi,  the  all- fearching  Eye  before  mention- 
ed will  finde  out  that  Maiv,  and  will  judg  him,  as 
one  that  fegardeth  not  the  Works  of  God,  nor  the 
operations  of  his  hands,  for  which  God  hath  threat- 
ned  that  he  will  caft  men  down,  and  not  build  them 
up5.  that  becaufe  he  can  difpute,  and;  tell  us,  He ' 
knew  not  where  the  Caufe  begun,  nor  where  it  is, 
but  modelled!  it  according  to  his  own  -intelle&j. 
and  fnbmits  not  to  the,  appearances  of  God  in  the 
World,  therefore  he  lifts  up  his  heel  againft 
God3  andmocketh  at  all  his  providences,  laugh- 
ing at  the  obfervations  made  up  not  without 
Reafon,  and  the  Scriptures  y  but  by  the  quickning 
and  teaching  Spirit,  which  gives  life  to  the  other, , 
calling  fuch  obfervations  Enthufiafms.  Such  men, 
I  fay,  no  ■wonder  if-  they  (tumble  andj  fall  back- 
ward, and  be  broken,  and  fnared,,  and  taken  by 
the  things  of  which  they  are  fo  malicioufly 
and  wilfully  ignorant.  The  Scriptures  fay.  The 
Rod  has  a  voice,  and  he  will  make  himfelf  known, 
by  the  Judgments  which  he  executed^  and  do. 
we  not  think  be-,  will ,  and  does,  by  the  provi- 
dences of  mercy  and  kindnefs  which  he  hath  for 
his  People,  and  for  their  juft  Liberties,  whom  he 
loves  as  the  Jpple  of  hps  Eye  £  Doth  he  not  by  thein 
manifeft  himfelf  <  And  is  he  not  thereby  alfo  feen* 
giving  Kingdoms  for  them,  giving  men  for  them, 
and  Fiepkicx  theirlives?  as  it  is  in  the  43 .  of  ifai. 
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Is  not  this  as  fair  x  Le&ufe,  and  as 
fpeaking,  as  any  thing  our  dark  reafon  left  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Scriptures  can  colled  from  them? 
By  this  voice  has  God  fpoken  very  loud  on  the  be- 
half of  his  People,  by  judging  their  Enemies  in  the 
late  Wary  &  reftoring  them  a  .liberty  to  worfliip  with 
the  freedom  of  their  Consciences  >  and  freedom  in 
their  Eftates  and  Perfons  when  they  do  fo.  And  thus 
we  have  found  the  Caufe  of  God  by  the  Works  of 
God,  which  are  the  Tefiimony  of  God,  upon  which 
£<dlwhofoever$//>/fhaUfuffer  fhipwrack. 

But  it  is  Our  Glory  ,  and  it  is  Mine,  if  I  hare  a- 
ny  hi  the  World,  concerning  the  imerejl  of  thofe 
that  have  an  Jnterefi  in  a  better  Worlds  It  is  My 
Glory ^  that  I  know  a  Caufe ,  which  yet  we  have  not 
loft,  but  do  hope  we  fhall  take  a  little  pleafure  ra- 
ther to  lofe  our  Lives  than  lofe,  But  you  will; 
excufe  this  long  digreffion, 
-       , 

I  fay  unto  you,  whilft  you  have  bin  in  the  midft 
©f  tiiefcTranfaffionsfim  Party  jfoax  CavaUer  Party, 
(I  could  wifh  fome  of  them  had  thruft  in  here  to 
have  heard  what  I  fay)the  Cavalleer  Party  have  bin 
dejigning  zndpreparing  to  put  this  Nation  in  blood 
again  with  a  witnefs  y  but  becaufe  lam  confident* 
there  are  none  of  that  Sort  here,  therefore  I  fhall 
fay  the  lefs  to  that  -7  onely  this  I  muft  tell  you , 
they  have  been  making  great  preparations  of 
Arms^  and,  I  do  believe,  will  be  made  evid'ent  to  ? 
you  that  they  have  raked  out  many  thoufaads  of 
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Ams&rtn  all  that  this  City  could  afford/or  divers 
Moneths  laft  paft. 

But  it  will  be  faid5  May  we  not  ar«oa  Our  felves 
for  the  Defence  of  our  Houfes  t  will  any  body  fi&d 
fault  for  that  <  NoD  for  that,  the  reafon  of  their 
doing  fo  hath  been  as  explicite ,  and  under  as 
cleer  proof ,-  as  the  fait  of  doing  fo,  for  which  I 
hope,  by  the  fajlice  of  the  Land,  fome  will,  in  the 
face  of  the  Nation*  Anfwer  it  with  their  lives ,  and 
then  the  bufinefs will  be  pretty  well  out  of  doubt. 

Banks  of  Monty  have  been -framing,  for  thefe, 
and  other  fuch  like  ufes  5  Letters  have  been  iffued, 
with  Privy  Seals,. toss  great  Perfons  as  moft  are  in 
the  Nation  5  for  the  advance  of  Moneys  which 
have  been  discovered  to  Us  by  the  perfons  them- 
felves-,  CommiflTions  for  Regiments  of  H or  fa  and 
Foot,  and  Command  of  Cables ,  have  been  like- 
wife  given  from  Charles  Stuart, iince your  Sittings, 
and  what  the  general  infolencies  of  that  party  have 
been  5  the  honeft  people  have  been  fenfible  of3  and 
can  very  well  teftifie. 

It  hath  not  been  only  thus  •,  but  as  in  a  guinzey 
©r  Pleurifie^  where  the  humour  fixeth  in  one  part , 
give  it  fcope,  it  will  gatherto  that  place,  to  the  ha- 
zarding of  the  whole,  and  it  is  natural  to  do  fo, 
till  it  deftroy  nature,  in  that  Per  fan  on  whomfoever 
this  befalls. 

So  likewife  will  thofe  difaafas  take  ac- 
cidental Caufes  of  aggravation  of  their  di- 
fiemper  -7  and  this  was  that  which  I  did  af- 
fert,  that  they  have  taken  Accidental  Caufes  3  for 
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the  growing  and  encreafing  of  thofe  Dijlempers,  a  s 
much  as  would  have  been  in  the  natural  body,  if 
timely  remedy  were  not  applyed.  And  indeed* 
things  were  come  to  that  pafs  (in  refped  of  which  I 
lhall  give  you  a  particular  account,)  that  no  mortal 
Phyficiatt ,  if  the  Great  Phyfician  had  not  ftept  in  5 
could  have  cured  the  Difiemper. 

Shall  I  lay  this  upon  your  Accompt*  or  my  own? 
I  am  fure  I  can  lay  it  upon  Gods  accompt,  that  if  he 
had  not  ftept  in,  the  difeafe  had  been  mortal  and 
deftrudive-  and  what  is  all  this?  Truly  Imuft 
needs  fay,  a  company  of  men  ftill ,  like  Bryars 
and  Thornes ,  and  worfe,  if  worfe  can  be ,  ofa- 
nother  fort  than  thofe  before-mentioned  to  you , 
have  been,  and  yet  are,  endeavouring  to  put  Us 
into  Bhod,  and  into  Confusion  5  more  defperate 
and  dangerous  Cmfufion  than  England  ever  yet 
few. 

i  And  I  muft  fay,  as  when  Gideon  comma&ded  his 
Son  to  fall  xvponZeba  and  Zalmunna,zvi&  flay  them, 
they  thought  it  more  noble  to  dy  by  the  hand  of  a 
Mmy  than  of  a  Striplings  which  {hews ,  there  is: 
fome  contentment  in  the  hand  by  which  a  man 
falls :  fo  is  it  fome  fatisfaftion,  if  a  Common-wealth 
muft  ferifby  that  it  p-erijh  by  Men,  and  not  by  the 
hands  of  perfons  differing  little  from  Beafis  •  That, 
if  it  muft  needs  fuffer,  it  fhould  rather  fuffer  from 
rich  men,  than  from  poor  men  3  who,  as  Solomon 
tides,  when  they  opprefs^  they  have  nothing  behind 
them,  but  are  as  a /weeping  rain. 

Now,  fuch  as  thefe  alio  are  grown  up  under  your 
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fiiadow.  But  it  will  be  asked,what  have  tkey  donefl 
hope,  though  they  pretend  Commonwealths  intereft, 
they  have  had  no  encouragement  from  you,  but 
that  as  before ,  rather  taken  it,  than  that  you  have 
adminiftred  any  Caufe  unto  them  for  fo  doing, 
from  Delates  9  from  hopes  that  this  Parliament 
would  not  fettle,  from  Pamphlet s7  mentioning 
ftrange  Votes  and  Refolves  of  yours,  which  I  hope 
did  abufe  you.  Thus  you  fee,  what  ever  the 
Grounds  were,  thefe  have  been  the  Effeffs.Pirid  thus 
I  have  laid  thefe  things  before  you ,  andyou  and 
others  will  be  eafily  able  to  judge  how  far  you  are 
concerned. 

And  what  have  thefe  men  done  1  they  have  al~ 
fo  laboured  to  pervert  where  they  could,  and  as 
they  could,the  honejl  meaning  people  of  theNation, 
they  have  laboured  to  engage  fome  in  the  Army, 
and  I  doubt,  that  not  only  they,but  fom  others  alio 
very  wel  known  to  Tou,\iivq  helped  in  this  work  of 
debauching  and  dividing  the  Army-jhty  have,  they 
have-,  I  would  be  loath  to  fay,  who,  vohere^  and  how^ 
much  more  loath  to  fay,  they 'were  any  of  your  own 
Number  ,  but  I  can  fay,  Endeavors  have  been  to 
put  the  Army  into  a  Biftemper^  and  to  Feed  that 
which  is  the.  worft  humour  in  the  Army  ^  which 
though  it  was  not  a  mattering  humour,  yet  thefe 
took  their  advantage  from  delay  of  the  Settle- 
ment, and  the  Brattices  before  mentioned,  and 
flopping  the  pay  of  the  Armyy  to  run  Us  into  Free 
garter ,  and  to  bring  us  into  the  inconveniences 
moft  to  be  feared  and  avoided. 

What 
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What  if  I  am  able  to  make  it  appearin /*#, 
That  fome  amongft  you  have  run  into  the  City  of 
London  to  perfwade  to  Petithns  and  Addreffes  t& 
you  for  reverfing  your  own  Votes  that  you  have 
paflTed  <  whether  thefe  pfa&ices  were  in  favor  of 
your  Liberties,  or  tended  to  beget  hopes  of  Peace 
and  Settlement  from  you-,  and  whether  debauching 
the  Army  in  England,  as  is  before  expreffed,  and 
ftarvingit^  and  putting  it  upon  free  Quarter,  mi 
occafioning  and  neceffitatiag  the  greateft  part 
thereof  in  Scotland  to  march  into  England,  leaving 
the  remainder  thereof  to  have  their  Throats  cut 
there,  and  kindling  by  the  reft  a  Fier  in  our  own 
bofoms,  were  for  the  advantage  of  Affairs  here.  Let 
the  World  judge' 

This  I  tell  you  alfo,  that  the  correfpondency  held 
withthelntereftof  the  Cavdleers,  by  that  Party 
of  men ,  called  Levellers,  and  who  call  themfelves 
Commonwealths-men^  whofe  Declarations  were 
framed  to  that  purpofe  5  and  ready  to  be  fMifbed 
at  the  time  of  their  Common-rifing,  whereof  We 
are  pofTeffed  5  and  for  which  We  have  the  Confesji- 
m  of  themfelves  >  now  in  cuftody  •>  who  confefs 
alfo  they  built  their  hopes  upon  the  affurance  thejQ 
had  of  the  Parliaments  not  agreeing  a  Settlement^ 
Whether  thefe  humours  have  not  nourished  them- 
felves under  your  Boughs,  is  the  fubjed  of  my  pre- 
fent  difcourfe,  and  I  think  1  fay  not  amifs  if  I  af- 
firm it  to  be  fo. 

And  I  muft  fay  it  again ,  That  that  which  hath 
been  their  advantage,  thus  to  raife  Bifturbance  3 
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hath  been  by  the  lofs  of  thofe  Golden  9pfMunltiesy 
that  God  hath  put  into  your  hands  for  Settlement . 
Judge  you  whether  thefe  things  were  thus  or  nd, 
when  you  firft  fate  down,  I  am  fure  things  wete 
not  tHus5  there  was  a  very  great  Peacey  and  fedate- 
neft,  throughout  thefe  Nations  ,  and  great  expe- 
Nations  of  a  happy  Settlement  y  whichl  remem- 
bred  to  you  at  the  beginning  of  my  Speech,  and 
hoped  that  you  would  have  entered  upon  your  ba- 
finefi  as  you  found  it. 

There  was  a  Gov  i  rn  m  >b  $  r  in  the  poffeflion 
of  the  People,  I  fay  a  Gov  ernment  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  People  ,  for  many  Moneths,  it  hath 
row  been  exerciied  neer  fifteen  Moneths  •<  and  if 
it  were  needful  that  Ifhould  tell  you,  howit  came 
into  their  Pjpjfesfion,  and  how  willingly  they  recei- 
ved it-.  How  all  Law  and  tfujlke  were  diftributed 
from  itj  in  every  refpe&>  as  to  life ,  liberty  and 
eftaxe^  How  it  was  onteek  by  God>  as  beiiig  the 
Difpenfation  of  his  Providence,  after  twelve  years 
War,  mdfeakdand  Witnefied  unto  by  the  People "> 
Iihould  but  repeat,  what  Ifaid  in  my  .laft  Speech 
made  unto  you  in  this  Place  >  and  therefore  I 
fotbear. 

When  you  were  entred  upon  this  Govekn- 
ment,  raveling  into  it  (you  know  I  took  no  no- 
tice what  you  were  doing )  if  you  had  gone  upon 
that  foot  of  Atcount,  To  have  made  fuch  good 
asid  wholfom  Provisions  for  the  good  of  the  People 
©f  thefe  Nations,  for  the  Settling  of  fuch  matters  in 
things  of  Religion  as  would  have  upheld  and  given 
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Countenance  to  a  Godly  Minifym ,  and  yet  would 
have  given  a  jufi  Liberty  to  Coaly  men  of  different 
Judgements,  men  of  the  fame  Faith  with  them 
that  you  call  the  Orthodox  Mini  fiery  in  England,  as 
it  is  well  known  the  Independents  are ,  and  many 
Under  the  Form  of  Bapttfm,vftio  ere  found  in  the 
Faith,  onelymay  peihaps  be  different  in  Judge- 
ment in  fome  lefter  matters,  yet  as  true  chrtfiians^ 
both  looking  at  Salvation,  only  by  faith  in  the  blood 
of  chrifi ,  men  profeffing  the  fear  of  God ,  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  Name  of  God,  as  toafirong 
Tower  \  I  fay  you  might  have  had  Opportunity  to 
have  fettled  Peace  and  Jfyietmfs  zmon^Q.  all  pro- 
fefling  Gidlimfs ,  and  might  have  been  inftrumen- 
tal ,  if  not  to  have  healed  the  breaches ,  yet  to 
have  kept  the  Godly  of  all  Judgements  from  run- 
ning one  upon  another ,  and  by  keeping  them 
from  being  over-run  by  a  Common  Enemy ,  ren- 
dred  them  and  theie  Nations,  both  fecure,  happy, 
and  well  fatisfied. 

Are  thefe  things  done  <  or  any  thing  towards 
them  *  Is  there  not  yet  upon  the  Spirits  of  men  a 
ftrange  itch<  nothing  will  fatisfy  them,  unlefs 
they  can  put  their  finger  upon  their  Bret  hrtns  Con- 
fcienctSy  to  pinch  them  there.  To  do  this,  was  na 
part  of  the  Conteft  we  had  with  the  Common  Ad- 
versary •,  for  KeligUn  was  not  the  thing  at  the  firft 
contefted  for  •>  but  God  brought  it  to  that  iflue  at 
taft,  and  gave  it  into  Us  by  way  of  Redundancy* 
and  at  laft  it  proved  to  be  that  which  was  moft 
4ear  to  us-,  and  wherein  confided  this?  more  than 
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ia  obtaining  that  Liberty  from  the  Tyranny  of  the 
ffljhops,  to  all  Species  of  Pwteftants ,  to  worfhip 
God  according  to  their  own  Light  and  Con[ciences< 
for  want  of  which,  many  of  our  Brethren  forfook  , 
their  Native  Countries^  to  feek  their  Bread  from 
Strangers  5  and  to  live  in  Howling  Wilderness  * 
and  for  which  alfo,  many  that  remained  here,  were 
imprifoned,  and  otherwife  abufed ,  and  made  the 
fcorn  of.  the  Nation, 

Thofe  that  were  found  in  the  Faith)  how  proper- 
was  it  for  them  to  labour  for  Liberty,  for  a  juft  Li- 
berty 5  that  men  (hould  not  be  trampled  upon  for 
their  Consciences  <  had  not  they  laboured  but  late- 
ly under  the  weight  of  Persecutions \  and  was  it  fit 
for  them  to  fit  heavy  upon  others?  is  it-ingenuous 
to  ask  liberty  5  and  not  to  give  it  <  what  greater 
Hypocrifie ,  than  for  thofe  who  were  oppreffed  by 
the  Bifhops^  to  become  the  greateft  opprefTors  them-* 
fdves,  fo  foon  as  their  yoke  was  removed  <  Icould 
wifh  that  they  who  call ifor  Liberty  now  alfo,  had 
aot  too  much  of  that  Spirit  j  if  the  power  were  in 
ihek  hands.- 

Jks  for  Prophane  Per fons,  Blasphemers  i  fuch  as 
preach  Sedition^  the  Contentious  Railers,  Evil  Spea- 
kers, who  feek  by  evil  words  to  corrupt  good  man- 
ners, ^perfons  of  loofe  Conversations  ,  punifhrntnt 
from  the  Civil  Magi  (Irate  ought  to  meet;  with 
them,  becaufe,  if  thefe  pretend  Confcience,  yet 
walking  dijwderly,  and  not, according,  but  con- 
traryto  the  Gofpel  and  even  to  natural  light,  they 
ar§  judged  of  all,  and  their  Sins  bting  open,  makes 
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them  ftibje&s  of  tiitMagiftrates  Sword,  who  tught 
mtto  bear  it  in  vain. 

The  Discipline  of  the  Army,  was  fuch,  that  a  maa 
would  not  be  fuffered  to  remain  there >  of  whom 
we  could  take  notice  he  was guilty  of  fuch  Practi- 
ces asthefe  :  and  therefore  how  hapjty  would  Eng- 
/*#^  have  been,  and  You  \  and  I,  if  the  Lord  had 
led  you  on  to  have  fettled  upoa  fuch  good  accounts 
as  fchefe  are,  and  to  have  discountenanced  fuch  pra- 
(Sices  as  the  other,  and  left  men  in  dilutable  things 
free  to  their  own  Consciences >  which  -was  well  pro- 
vided for'  by  the  Gov  ernmint,  and  Liberty  left 
to  provide  againft  what  was  apparently  evil 

Judge  you ,  whether  the  centefting  for  things 
that  were  provided  for  by  this  Government 
hath  been  Profitable  expence  of  time  for  the  good 
of  thefe  Nations?  by  means  whereof ,  you  may 
fee  you  have  wholly  elapfed  your  time,  and done' 
juifc  noshing. 

J  will  fay  this  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  long  Par* 
liament^  that  had  fuch  an  Expedient  as  this  Go- 
VERNMENT  been  propofed  to  them5  and  thafc- 
they  could  have  feen  the  C^ufe  of  God  thus .  pro- 
vided for,  and  had  by  debates  been  enlightned 
in  the-  grounds  by  which  the  Difficulties  might1 
have  been  ckered ,  and  km  reafbn  of  the  wn&Ie 
inforcedj  the  ckcumftances  of  Time  and  Perjons  y 
with  the  Temper  and  Difpofetion  of  the  People,  and 
Affairs  both  Abroad  ma  at  Homey  wheait  was  un- 
dertaken, well  weighed,  fas  well  as  they,  were 
thought  taisve  their-  Seats )  I  think  in  vay,  con-- 
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Thence  that  they  mould  have  proceeded  in  another 
manner  than  you  have  done ,  and  not  have  expo- 
fed  things  to  thofe  Difficulties  and  Hazards  they 
now  are  at,  nor  given  occafion  to  leave  the  People 
{odijfettled  as  now  they  are,  who  I  dare  fay ,  in 
the  fobereft,  and  moft  judicious  part  of  them, 
didexpe<ft,nota^iry?/i?;w^  but  a  Doing  things 
in  perfiiance  of  the  Government  ,  and  if  I 
be  not tfiiC-informed,  very  many  of  you  came  up 
with  this  Satisfaction ,  having  had  time  enough  to 
weigh  and  consider  the  fame. 

And  when  I  fay,  fuch  an  Expedient  as  this 
Government  is_,  wherein  I  dare  aflat  there  is 
a;|uft  Liberty  to  the  -People  of  God  >  a-nd  the  *fiufi 
Rights  of  the  People  in  thefe  Nations  provided 
for>  I  can  put  the  iflue  thereof  upon  the  Cleereft 
Reafmb  whatfoever  any  go  about  tofuggeft  to  the 
Contrary. 

But  this  not  being  the  time  and  place  of  fuch 
an  Averment,  for  fatisfaftion  fake  herein,  enough 
isfaidiriia  Book,  entituled,  A  True  State  of  the 
Cafeofthe  Common-wealthy  &c.  published  in  fan, 
*^5  3*  (And  for  myfelf,  Idefirenot  to  keep  it 
an  hour  longer  than  I  may  preferve  England  in 
its  $td  Rights ',and  may  Protett  the  People  of  God 
in  fuch  a  juft  Liberty  oi  their  Consciences^  as  I  have 
already  'mentioned*}  And  thertbreif  this  Parli- 
ament have  judged  things  to  be  otherwife  than  as 
Ihavc  ftaited  them ,  it  had  been  huge  friendlinefs 
betweeifcpcrfcnk  that  had  fuch  a  Re  e  if  rotation,  and 
wfapmiCoMerfatfms  to  the  publiqu&  for  them 
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to  have  convinced  me  in  what  particulars  therein 
my  errour  lay,  of  which  I  never  yet  had  a  word 
from  you.  But  if  inftead  thereof,  your  time' has 
been  fpeat  in  Setting  If  fomewhatelfe  upon  ano- 
ther bottom  than  this  ftands,  that  looks  as  if  a  lay- 
ing grounds  of  a  Quarrel  had  rather  been  defign- 
ed ,  than  to  give  the  People  Settlement  •,  if  k  be 
thus,  its  well  your  Labours  have  not  arrived  toa- 

ny  maturity  at  all. 

This  Government  called  you  hither ,the  Confti- 
tution  wherof  being  fo  limited,  Afwgk  Perform  and 
a  Parliament  ,  and  this  was  thought  moft  agreea- 
ble to  the  General  fenfeof  the  Nation,  having, 
had  experience  enough  by  tryal  of  other  Concha 
lions,  judging  this  moft  likely  ro  avoid  the  ex- 
treses  of  Monarchy  on  the  one  hand,  and  Demo? 
cwyoti  the  other,  and  yet  not  to  found  Domini- 
ttm  in  gratia.  And  if  fo,  then  certainly  to  mafee  it 
more  than  a  Notion,  it  was  requifite  that  it  fhould 
bbas  it  is  in  the  Gov  £*n  mi  n  t  >  which  puis  imp- 
on  a  ttue  and  equal  Balance.  It  has  been  alrea- 
dy fubtsitted  to  the  Judicious  honeft  People 
of  this  Nation,  whether  the  Bntkme  be  not  equal, 
anAtfte  thefe  J^idg^ment  is ,  is  vifible  by  Sub* 
misfon  t&k,  by  affing  upon  it,  by  rejlramng&ek 
Trufkes  from  meddling  with  it;  and  it  neither  asks 
nor  needs  any  better  ratification,  But  when  Trur 
fites  in  Parliament  {hall  by  Exferienc*  find  any  e* 
vil  in  any  parts  of  the  Govemmem,  referred  by  the 
Government  it  felf  to  the  Coniideration  of  the 
Protects  m&  Parliament  (of  which tigaeit fclfwiii ' 
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he  the  beft  Difcoverer)  how  can  it  be  reasonably  i- 
magined,  that  a  Perfon  or  Perfons  commingin  by 
Election^  and  {tending  under  fueh  obligations ^  and 
fo  limited  ,  and  fo  necefli rated  by  Oath  to  Govern , 
for  the  Peoples  good,  and  to  make  their  love,  un- 
der God,  the  beft  under-propping,  and  his  beft  in- 
^tereft  to  him,  how  can  it,  I  &y,  be  imagined ,  that 
the  prefent  or  fucceeding  Protectors  will 
refufe  to  agree  to  alter  any  fuch  thing  in  the  Go- 
vernment  that  may  be  found  to  be  for  the  good 
#f  the  People,  or  to  recede  from  any  thing  which 
he  might.be  convinced  cafts  the  balknce  too  much 
to  the  fingle  Perfon?  And  although  for  the  pre- 
fent, the  keeping  up,  and  having  in  His  Power  the 
Militia  feems  the  moft  hard,  yet  if  it  fhould  be 
yielded  up  at  fuch  a  time  as  this ,  when  there  is  as 
much  need  to  keep  this  Cause  by  it  ( which  is 
moft  evident  at  this  time  impugned  by  all  the  Ene- 
mies of  it)  as  there  was  to  get  it ,  what  would  be- 
come of  all?  or  if  it  fhould  not  be  equally  placed  in 
Him  and  the  Parliament  ^  but  yielded  up  at  any 
time,  it  determines  his  power,  either  for  doing  the 
good  he  ought,  or  hindering  Parliaments  from  per- 
petuating themfelvs,or  from  impofing  what  R etigi- 
ms  they  pleafe  on  the  Gonfciences  of  men,  or  what 
Government  they  pleafe  upon  the  Nation*,  there- 
by fub}e<5iing  us  to  Diffettlement  in  every  Parlia- 
ment ,  and  to  the  defperate  confequences  thereof  $ 
and  if  the  Nation  (hall  happen  to  fall  into  a  blef- 
fed  Peace,  how  eafily  and  certainly  will  their  charge 
be  taken  oif,  and  their  Forces  be  disbanded,  and 

then 
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then- where  will  the  danger  be  to  have  the  Milim 
thus  dated? 

What  if  Ifhouldfay,  If  there  ihould  be  a  dif- 
proportion  or  difequality  as  to  the  power,  it  is  on 
the  other  hand ,  and  if  this  be  fo,  wherein  have 
you  had  caufe  -to  quarrel  i  What  Demonstrations 
have  you  held  forth  to  fettle  Me  to  your  opinion  r 
would  you  had  made  me  fo  happy  as  to  let  me  have 
known  your  Grounds.  I  have  made  a  free  and  in- 
genuous confefiion  of  my  Faith  to  vou ,  and  I 
could  have  wilhed  it  had  been  in  your  hearts  to 
have  agreed  that  fome  friendly  and  cordial  debates 
might  have  been  towards  mutual  Convictions  was 
there  none  amongft  you  to  move  fuch  a  thing?  no 
fitnefs  to  liften  to  itf  no  defi;e  of  a  right  understan- 
ding? if  it  be  not  follv  in  Me  to  liften  to  Town- 
talk,  fuch  things  have  been  propofed,  and  reject- 
ed, with  ftiffnefs  and  feventy ,  once  and  again-, 
was  it  not  likely  to  have  been  more  acvantagious 
to  the  good  of  this  Nation  *  I  will  fay  this  to  you 
for  My  felf,  and  to  that  I  have  my  Conference  as  a 
thoufandWitnefles,  and  I  have  my  comfort  and 
contentment  in  it,  and  I  have  the  Wirnefs  of  Di^- 
verfehere,  that  I  think  truelv  fcorn  to  own  Me 
inaLy,  that  I  would  not  have  been  averfe  to  any 
alteration,  of  the  good  of  which  I  might  have  been 
convinced/  although  I  could  not  have  agreed  to 
the  taking  it  off  the  Foundation  on  which  it 

JO 

ftands .  viz.-.  The  acceptation  and  consent  of  the  Peo- 
ple. 

I  will  not  prefage  what  vou  have  he-en  about, 

D  or 
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"tr  doing  m  all  this  time,  or  do  I  love  to  make 
Conjectures,  bat  Lmuft  tell  you  this^  That  as  I  tm« 
dertookthis  Government  in  the  Simplicity  of  my 
heart ,  and  as  before  God,  and  to  do  the  part  of 
an  honeft  man,  and  to  be  true  to  the  Intereft  which 
in  my  Conscience  is  dear  to  many  of  you  (  though 
it.  is  not.  alwaies  underftood  what  God  in  his  wif~ 
dome.may  hide  from  Us,  as  to  Peace  and  Settle- 
ment )  So  I  can  fay,  that  no  particular  Intereft,  ei- 
ther of  rr«y  Self,  Efiate,  Honour  ,  or  Farmly  ^  are,; 
or  have. been  prevalent  with  me  to  this  Underta- 
king. . 

For  if  you  had  upon  the  old  Government  of- 
fered to  me  this  one,  this  one  thing,  I  {peak,  as 
thusadvifed,  and  before  God,  as  having  been  m 
this  day  of  this  opinion  ,  and  this  hath  been  my 
conftant  Judgement ,  well  known  to  many  thae 
hear  me  fpeak,  if  this  one  thing  had  been  inferted, 
that  one  thing,  that  this  Government  fliould  have 
been,  and  placed  in.my.  Family  Hereditary,  I  would 
have  rejected  it ,  and  I  could  have  done  no  other , 
according  to  my  prefent.  Conference  and  Lights 
I  will  tell  you  my  reafon,  though  I  cannot  tell 
what  God  will  do  with  Me,  nor  You,  nor  the 
Nation,  for  throwing  away  precious  opportuni- 
ties committed  to  U  S. 

This  hath  been  my  Principle ,  and  I  liked  it 
when  this  Government  came  fir  ft  to  be  propofed 
to  me,  That  it  put  Us  off  that  Hereditary  way,  well 
looking,  that  as  God  had  declared  what  Gov  ern- 
me nt   he  had.  delivered  over  to  the  Jews,  and 
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placed  it  upon  fuch  perfons  as  had  been  inftmmea- 
tal  for  the  Conduff  &nd>Deli<veranee  of  his  People* 
And  cenfidering  that  promife  in  ifaiah ,  That 
God  ^oxAdgive  Rulers  as  at  the  ftf,  and  Judges 
us  at  the  beginning,  I  did  not  know,  but  that  God 
might  begin,  and  though  at  prefent  with  a'tnoft 
unworthy  Person,  yet  as  to  the  future,  it  might 
be  after  this  manner,  and  I  thought  this  might  u- 
fhentin.  lam  fpeaking  as  to  my  Judgement  a- 
gainft  making  it  Hereditary ,  to  have  men  chofen 
tor •their  Love  to  God,  and  to  Truth,  and  J-ufiiee 
and  not  to  have  it  Hereditary  \  for  as  it  is  in  mil 
fiaftes  who  knoweth  whether  he  may  beget  a  Fool 
orwifi,  honeft  or  not,  whatever  theybemuft 
come  m  upon  that  account,  becaufe  the  Govern- 
ment is  made  a  Patrimony. 

And  this  I  do  perhaps  declare  with  too  much 
Ea,nefl?efs,  as  being  my  own  Concernment,  and 
know  not  what  Place  it  may  have  in  your  Hearts  , 
and  of  the  good  people  in  the  Nation ,  but  how-' 

event  be,  I  have  comfort  in  this  my  treth  and 
plamets.  J 

I  hive  thus  told  you  my  thoughts,  which  tru- 
ly I  have  declared  to  you  in  the  fear  of  God ,  as 
Knowing  he  will  not  be  mocked,and  in  the  ftrength 
et  God,  as  knowing  and  rejoicing  that  I  am  kept 
tn  my  fpeaking.  efpecially  when  I  do  not  form 
or  frame  things  without  the  compafs  of  Integrity, 
and  Honefiy,  that  my  own  Conscience  gives  me  not 
tl^LyXQ  what  I  fay,  and  then  in  what  I  fay  I  caa 
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Now  to  fpeak  a  word  or  two  to  you ,  Of  that 
I  muft  profefs  in  the  name  of  the  fame  Lord,  and 
with  that  there  had  been  no  caufe  thatlfhould 
have  thus  fpoken  to  you  ,  and  though  I  have 
told  you,  that  I  came  with  foy  the  firjttime,  with 
feme  regret  the  fecondjkat  now  I  fpeak  with  moft  re~ 
erei  of  all. 

I  look  upon  you,  as  having  among  you  many 
perfons,  that  I  could  lay  down  my  life  individu- 
ally for  5  I  could  through  the  grace  of  God,  de- 
file to  lay  down  my  life  for  you  $  So  far  am  I  from 
having  an  unkind  or  un-Chriftian  heart  toward^ 
you,  in  your  particular  capacities. 

I  have  that  indeed  as  a  work  moft  imcumbent 
upon  Me,  I  confulted  what  might  be  My  Duty  in 
fuch  a  Day  as  this,  calling  up  all  Considerations. 
Imuftconfefs,asI  told  you,  that  I  did  think  oc- 
cafionallj  this  Nation  hath  fuffered  extremely  in 
the  refpe&s  mentioned,  asalfo  in  the  Difaff  oint- 
ments of  their  Expiations  of  that  tfuftice  that 
was  due  to  them  by  your  fitting  thus  long  •  and 
what  have  you  brought  forth  1 

I  did  not,  nor  cannot  apprehend  what  it  is,  (I 
would  be  loath  to  call  it  a  Fate,  that  were  too  Fa- 
^•4»//^a'Word)  but  there  is  fomething  in  it,  that 
we  have  not  our  Expectations. 

I  did  think  alfo  for  my  felf,  that  I  am  like  to 
meet  with  Difficulties  ,  and  that  this  Nation  will 
not  ( as  it  is  fit  it  fhould  not)  be  deluded  with  pre- 
texts of  lieceffhyin  that  great  bufinefs  of  railing 
©f  money,  and  were  it  not  that  lean  make  fome 
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Dilemmas  upon  which  to  refolve  fomethings  of 
my  Conscience,  judgement)  and  Actions  >  I  fhould 
finck  at  the  very-profpeft  of  liiy  Encounters  ^ 
fome  of  them  are  general,  fome  are  more  fpecia^ 
fuppofing  this  Caufe,  or  this  Bufinefs  muft  be  ca- 
ried  on3  ekheritisof  Gody  or  of  Man,  if  it  be 
of  Man,  I  would  I  had  never  touched  it  with  a 
finger-,ifl  had  not  had  a  hope  fixed  in  Me  that  this 
Caufe  ,  and  this  Bufmefs  is  of  God  ,  I  would  ma- 
ny years  ago  have  run  from  it.  If  it  be  of  God, 
he  will  bear  it  up.  If  it  be  otMan,  it  will  tumble, 
as  every  thing  that  hath  been  of  man,  fince  the 
World  began,  hath  done.  "And  what  are  all  our 
JJijlories  ,  and  other  Traditions  of  actions  in  for- 
mer times,  but  God  manifefting  himfelf  that  he 
hath  fhaken  and  tumbled  down ,  and  trampled  upon 
every  thing  that  he  hath  not  planted?  and  as  this 
is,  fo  the  all- wife  God  deal  w?ith  it. 

If  this  be  of  humane  Stru&ure  \  and  invention 
and  it  be  an  old  Plotting  and  Contrivance  to  bring 
things  to  this  iffue,  and  that  they  are  not  the  births 
of  Providenccythen  they  will  tumble.  But  if  the 
Lord  take  pleafure  in  England,  and  if  he  will  do 
Us  good,  he  is  able  to  bear  us  up  5  Let  the  diffi- 
culties be  whatfoever  they  will ,  w7e  (hall  m  his 
Strength  be  able  to  encounter  with  them.  And  I 
blefs  God  I  have  been  inured  to  Dificulties,&  I  ne- 
ver found  God  failing  when  I  trujledm  him-,  I  can 
laugh  and  fing  in  my  heart  when  I  fpeak  of  thefe 
things  to  you,  orelfewhere.  And  though  fome 
may  think  it  is-anhard  thing  without  Parliamenta- 
ry 
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ry  Authority  to  raife  money  upon  this  Nation  \  yet  1 
have  another  Argument  to  the  good  people  of  this 
Nation,  if  they  would  be  fafe,  and  have  no  better 
Principle  •,  whether  they  prefer  the  having  of  their 
Will  y  though  it  be  their  Defltuftw ,  rather  than 
comply  with  things  of  necefiity-,  that  will  excufe 
me,but  I  fhould  wrong  my  native  Country  to  fup- 
pofe  this. 

For  I  look  at  the  People  of  thefe  Nations  ,  _as 
the  blelfmg  of  the  Lord,  and  they  are  a  People 
bleffed  by  God.  They  have  been  fo,  and  they 
will  be  fo,  by  reafon  of  that  immortal  feed,  which 
hath  been,  and  is  among  them ,  thofe  regenerated 
ones  in  the  Land,  of  feveral  Judgements?  who  are 
all  the  Flock  of  Chrift  >  and  Lambs  of  Ch rift, 
though  perhaps  under  many  unruly  paflions ,  and 
troubles  of  Spirit,  whereby  they  give  diiquiet  to 
themfeives  and  others »?  yet  they  are  not  fo  to 
God,  as  to  Lis,  he  is  a  Godot  other  patience, 
and  he  will  own  the  leaft  of  truth  in  the  hearts  of 
his  People,  and  the  people  being  the  blefling  of 
God  they  will  not  be  fo  angry ,but  they  will  preter 
thek  fafety  to  their  paffions,  and  their  real  fecuri- 
ty  to  forms,  when  neceffity  calls  for  fupplies-,  had 
they  not  well  been  acquainted  with  this  principle, 
they  had  never  feen  this  day  of  Gofpel-LibtT- 
ty. 

But  if  any  man  fhali  objeft.  It  is  an  eafie  thing 
to  talk  of  neceflities  when  men  create  neceilities  •, 
would  not  the  Lord  Protestor  make  Himlelf  great, 
and  his  Family  great?  doth  not  He  make  theie  ne 


ceffitics  f  and  then  he  will  come  upon  the  People 
with  this  Argument  of  neceflity . 

This  were  ibmething  hard  indeed,  but  I  have 
not  yet  known  what  it  is  to  make  neceflities  r 
whattbever  the  Judgements  or  thoughts  of  men 
are.     And  I  fay  this,  not  only  to  this  AfTembly , 
but  to  the  World,  that  that  man  liveth  not,  that 
can  come  to  me,  and  charge  me  that  I  have  in  thefe. 
great  Revolutions  made  neceflities-,  Ichallenge 
eren  all  that  fear  God-,  And  as  God  hath  faid,  My 
glory  I  will  not  give  unto  another^   Let  men  take 
heed,  and  be  twice  advifed,  how  they  call  his 
Revolutions 5  the  things  of  God,  and  his  wor^ 
king  of  things  from  one  Period  to  another,  how 
I  fay,  they  call  them  neceflities  of  mens  creation, 
for  by  fo  doing5  they  do  vilifie  and  lefien  the 
works  of  God,  and  rob  him  of  his  Glory,  which 
he  hath  {aid,  he  will  not  give  imto  another  ,  nor 
fuffer  to  be  taken  from  him.  .    We  know  what 
God  did   to  Herod  when  he  was  applauded , 
and  did  not  acknowledge  GOD-,     And  GOD 
knoweth  what    he  will   do    with    men    when 
they  {hall  call  His  Revolutions  ,   humane  De*- 
figns  ,   and  fo  detract  from  his  Glory,  when 
they   have    not   been    fore-caft  ,    but  fudden 
Providences  in   things  ,    whereby  Carnal  and 
Worldly  men  are.  inraged ,  and  under,  and  at 
which  many  I  fear  (feme  good)  have  murmured 
and  repined,  becaufe  disappointed of  their  mifta- 
ken  Fancies-,  but  ftill  they  have  been  the  wife 
difpofingsof  the  Almighty ,  though  Inftruments 
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have  had  their  paffions  and  frailties  ^  and  Xthkk 
it  is  an  Honour  to  God  to  acknowledge  the  ne~ 
ceflities  to  have  been  of  Gods  impofing,  when 
truly  they  have  been  fo ,  as  indeed  they  have  > 
when  we  take  our  fin  in  our  a&ings  to  our  felves, 
and  much  more  fafe,  than  judge  things  fo 
contingent,  as  if  there  were  not  a  God  that  ruled 
the  Earth. 

We  know  the  Lord  hath  powred  this  Nation 
from  Veilel  to  Veffel,  till  he  powred  it  into 
your  Lap  ,  when  you  came  firft  together :  I 
am  confident  ,  that  it  came  fo  into  your  hands, 
was  not  judged  by  you  to  be  from  Counterfeit- 
ed, or  feigned  neceifity>  but  by  Divine  Providence 
and  Difpenfation.  And  this  I  fpeak  with  more 
earneftnefs,  becaufe  I  fpeak  for  God,  and  not  for 
men-,I  would  have  any  man  to  come  and  tell  of  the 
transactions  that  have  been,  and  of  thofe  periods 
of  time,  wherein  God  hath  made  thefe  Revolutions, 
and  find  where  they  can  fix  a  feigned  neceflity. 

I  could  recite  particulars,  if  either  My  ftrength 
would  ferve  Me  to  fpeak,  or  yours  to  hear-,  if  that 
you  would  revolve  the  great  hand  of  God  in 
his  great  Difpenfations  ,  you  would  find  that 
there  is  fcarce-a  man  that  fell  off  at  any  period  of 
;  time  when  God  had  any  work  to  do,that  can  give 
God  or  his  work,  at  this  day,  a  good  word. 

It  was,  fiy  fpme,  the  cunning  of  the  Lord 
Protestor  (  I  take  it  to  my  felf  )    it  was   the 

craft 


34) 


W). 

craft  of  ftich  a  man ,  and  his  plot  that  hath 

brought  it  about.  And  as  they  fay  in  other 
Countries,  There  are  five  or  fix  cunning  men  in 
England  that  have  skilly  they  do  all  thefe  things : 
Oh  what  Blafyhemy  is  this !  becaufe  men  that  an 
without  Ged  in  the  world,  and  walk  not  with  him, 
and  know  not  what  it  is  to  pray^  or  believe,  and 
to  receive  returns  from  God ,  and  to  be  ftcken 
unto  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  Jpeaks  without 
a  written  Word  fometimes,  yet  according  to 
it:  God  hath  fpoken  heretofore  in  divers  man- 
ners^  let  him  fpeak  as  he  pleafeth.  Hath  he  not 
given  us  liberty  ?  nay  is  it  not  our  duty  to  go  to  the 
Law  and  to  the  Teftimonies,  and  there  we  fliall  fince 
that  there  have  been  impreflions  in  extraordi- 
nary cafes,  as  well  without  the  written  Word  as 
with  it,  and  therefore  there  is  no  difference  in 
the  thing  thus  aflertedj  from  truths  generally  re- 
ceived, except  we  will  exclude  the  Spirit,  with- 
out whofe  concurrence  all  other  Teachings  are 
ineffectually  He  doth  fpeak  to  the  Hearts  and 
Consciences  of  men  ,  and  leadeth  them  to  his 
Law  and  Teftimonies  ,  and  there  he  fpeaks  to 
them,  andfo  gives  them  double  teachings,  ac- 
cording to  that  of  Job,  God  Jpeakeih  once ,  yea 
twice  ;  and  that  of  David^  God  hath  fp  ok 'en  once^ 
yea  twice  have  I  heard  this*  Thofe  men  that  live 
upon  their  Mumffimus  and  Sumpfwtt^  their  MaQes 
and  Service-Books,  their  dead  and  carnal  Wor- 
lhip5  no  marvel  if  they  be  flr  angers  to  God,  and 
tfeejw£>of  God,  and  to  ftirituatt  Atfyenfation*. 

E  And 
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And  bccaufe  they  fay  and  believe  thus,  rnuft  we 

do  fo  too  i  we  in  this  Land  have  been  otherwife 
inftru&ed,  even  by  the  word  5  and  Works  3  and 
Spirit  of  God. 

To  fay  that  men  bring  forth  thefe  things,  when 
God  doth  them,  judge  you  if  God  will  bear  this. 
I  wifh  that  every  fober  heart,  though  he  hath 
had  temptations  upon  him  of  deferting  this 
CAUSE  of  God,  yet  may  take  heed  how  he 
provokes,  and  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
Cod  by  fuch  Blafphemies  as  thefe,  according  to 
the  10th  of  the  Hebrews^  if  we  fin  wilfully  after 
that  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth^ 
there  remains  no  more  far  i fee  for  fin  (It  was  fpo- 
fcen  to  the  Jews,  that  having  profefied  Chrift 
apoftatized  from  him)  what  then  <  nothing  but 
a  fear  full  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Living 
Cod, 

They  that  (hall  attribute  to  this  or  that  perfok 
the  contrivances  and  produftion  of  thofe  mighty 
things  God  hath  wrought  in  the  midft  of  us, 
and  that  they  have  not  been  the  revolutions  of 
Chrift  himlelf,  upon  whofe  Shoulders  the  G  0+ 
VE  R  N ME  NT  is  layed  ,  they  fpeak  againft 
God,  and  they  fall  under  his  hand  without  a  Me- 
diator >that  is,if  we  deny  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift 
the -glory  of.  all  his  works  in  the  world,  by  which 
he  Rules  Kingdomes,  and  doth  admimfier^  and  is 
the  Rod  of  his  ftrength,  we  provoke  the  Media- 
tor-, And  he  may  fay,  He  leave  you  to  God, 
lie  not  intercede,  for  you,  let  him  tear  you  to, 

pieces. 
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pieces,  Tie  leave  thee  to  fall  into  Gods  hands 
thou  denieft  me  my  Soveraignty  and  Power 
committed  tome,  Tie  not  intercede  nor  mediate 
for  thee,  thou  failed  into.thc  hands  of  the  living 
God.  Therefore  whatfoevcr  you  may  judpe 
men  for,  and  fay,  This  man  is  cunning,  andpo- 
liuck,  and  fubtile,take  heed,  again  I  fay,  how  you 
judge  of  his  revolutions,  as  the  frodutts  of  mens 
inventions. 

I  may  be  thought  to  prefs  too  much  upon 
this  Theme,  but  I  pray  God  it  may  ftick  upon 
your  hearts  and  mine ,  the  worldly  minded  man 
knows  nothing  of  this,  but  is  a  ftranoer  to  it 
and  becaufe  of  this,  his  Atbeifm  and  murmurin/s 
at  wjlruments,  yea  repining  at  God  bimfilf%  and  no 
wonder,  confidering  the  Lord  hath  done  fuch 
things  amongft  us  as  have  not  been  known  in 
the  world  thefe  1000.  years,  and  yet  notwithftan- 
ding  is  not  owned  by  us. 

There  is  another  necessity  which  you  have  put 
upon  us,  and  we  have  not  fought  \  I  appeal 
to  God,  Angels,  and  Men,  if  I  fliallraife  Money 
according  to  the  Article  in  the  Government 
which  had  power  to  call  you  hither,and  did,  and 
mitead  of  feafonable  providing  for  the  Army 
you  have  laboured  to  overthrow  the  GO- 
VERN ME  NT,  and  the  Army  is '  now  upon 
Free  Quarter,  and  you  would  never  fo  much  as 
let  me  hear  a  tittle  from  you  concerning  it 
where  is  the  fault?  has  it  not  been  as  if  you  ha  1 
had  a  purpofe  toput  this  extremity  upon  us  and 

E  a  the 
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the  Nation  i  I  hope  this  was  not  in  your  minds, 
I  am  not  willing  to  judge  fo  5  but  this  is  the 
ftate  unto  which  we  are  reduced  :  By  the  De~ 
figns  offomein  the  Army  who  are  now  in  Cuftody, 
k  was  d:fignedtogtt  as  many  of  them  as  could, 
through  difcontent  for  wane  of  money,  the 
Army  beiag  in  a  Barren  Countrey,  near  Thirty 
weeks  behinde  in  pay,  and  upon  other  fpecious 
pretences,  to  march  for  England  out  of  Scotland^ 
and  in  difcontent  to  fci\e  their  Generall  there,  a 
foithfull  and  honeft  man,  that  fo  another  might 
head  the  Army,  and  all  this  opportunity  taken 
from  your  delays,  whether  will  this  be  a  thing 
of  feigned  necefsity  f  What  could  it  fignifie  but 
that  the  Army  are  in  difcontent  already ,  and 
weel  make  them  live  upon  fiones^  wee'l  make 
them  caft  off  their  Governours  and  Diffipline  ? 
What  can  be  faid  to  this  f  I  lift  not  to  unfaddle 
my  felf,  and  put  the  fault  upon  others  backs  5 
Whether  it  hath  been  for  the  good  of  England 
wbileft  men  have  been  talking  of  this  thing  er 
the  other,  and  pretending  liberty ,  and  a  many 
good  words,  whether  it  hath  been  as  it  fhould 
have  been  <  I  am  confident  you  cannot  think 
it  has,  the  Nation  will  not  think  fo.  And  if 
the  worftfliould  be  made  of  things,  I  know  not 
what  the  Cemifh  men ,  or  the  Lincolnshire  men  may 
thnk,  or  other  Counties,  but  I  believe  they 
will  all  think  they  are  not  fafe.  A  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  caring  for  the  gxezteQ:  Liberties  md 
privileges  (if  it  were  fa,  which  is  denied )  would 

not 
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not  have  been  of  that  damage  'that  the  not 
providing  agabftFr«,g«r«rhath  ™n  the  Na- 
tion upan.  And  if  k  be  my  likrtj  to  walk  abroad 
in  the  Fields,  or  to  take  a  fourmy,  yet  it  is  not 
my  wifdome  to  doe  fo  when  my  Houfejson 

I  have  troubled  you  with  a  long  Speech,  and  I 
believe  it  may  not  have  the  fame  refentment 
with  all  that  it  hath  with  foane :  But  becaute 
that  is  unknown  to  me,  I  mall  leave  it  to  God, 
and  conclude  with  that ,  that  I  think  my  felt 
bound  in  my  mt)  to  God  and  the  People  of 
thefe  Nations,  to  their  tfety  and  good  in  every 
refpedt,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  tell  you,  That  « 
is  not  for  the  profit  of  thefe  Nations,  nor  for 
Common  and  Pnblick  good,  for  -You  to  continue 
here  any  longer,  and  therefore,  I  do  Declare 
unto  you,  THAT  I  Bo  DISSOLVE 
THIS   PARLIAMENT. 


Monty)   5th  Fehr.  1^54* 
At  the  Councill  at  Whitehall. 

Ordered,  That  no  per f on  or  perfons  ivkat- 
foeVer  prefume  (at  their  perils)  on  any 
pretence  TbhatfoeVer,  to  print  or  reprint ■  cither 
in  part  or  *tohole>  His  Higbnefs  Speech  to  the 
Parliament  in  the  Painted  Chamber }  at  their 
Diffolution  on  Monday  the  22th  of  January 
1654.  other  than  Henry  Hills  Printerto  His 
Highnefs ,  and  fuch  as  he  fball  imploy  and 
appoint  in  that  behalf. 

W:  Jeffop,  Clerk  of  the 
Councill. 
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